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Nimrud and Ashur, he decided to build himself a new capital
city, which he called Dur Sharrukin or ' Sargon's burg '.

It was the site of this city which was excavated in the middle
of the last century by Messrs Botta and Place of the Louvre,
with such astonishing results.19 It was a mile square and
surrounded by walls of mud-brick twenty-five metres thick.
There were seven gateways, mostly ornamented with sculp-
tured colossi. Near the centre of the north-east side there
was a vast raised platform of solid brick, its top level with
that of the city wall, and on this was built the royal palace,
a building incorporating in its plan at least three small temples
and a high ziggurat approached by a spiral ramp. It was here
that Botta unearthed literally miles of sculptured reliefs,
depicting and recording the campaigns and triumphs of
Sargon's life. They included a spirited representation of his
fight with Merodach-baladan in the southern marshes, and
even a sea-battle, perhaps connected with his conquest of
Cyprus.

On his return from Babylon in 707 B.C. Sargon formally took
possession of his new city, and the images of the gods were
solemnly inducted into their temples. Two years later he
was assassinated, and his son Sennacherib, who succeeded
him, abandoned the whole colossal enterprise and returned
to live in Nineveh.

Sennacherib was probably the greatest statesman since
Hammurabi, and Assyria in his time reached the pinnacle of
its fame and magnificence. He selected Nineveh as the new
capital and centre of the empire and set about replanning
and reconstructing it on a scale which he considered com-
patible with its function. * Nineveh,5 he observed, * the noble
fortress, the city beloved of the goddess Ishtar, where from of
old, the kings who went before, my fathers, had exercised
the rule over Assyria before me, and had governed the
subjects of Enlil, and yearly without interruption had received
therein as an income the tribute of the princes of the four
quarters of the earth; not one of them had turned his mind
to consider the palace therein, the place of the royal abode,
whereof the site was now too small.' Furthermore they had
not * thought to improve the appearance of the city by laying